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Independence Day Celebrations 
in 
NAVRONGO 


By Rev. Ricnarp PwamManc 


Father Pwamang, an African priest, gives an account of the rejoicing 
that took place in his mission. 


March the sixth will ever remain 
in the memory of the inhabitants 
of Ghana as the “day” of days. All 
over the country, the people in 
their thousands sang the praises 
not only of the men that had 
fought for this, but also for the 
British Government that had made 
this not only possible but unique 
in this sense that Ghana’s inde- 
pendence was attained without un- 
due shedding of blood. 

Although the celebrations in the 
capital, Accra, and other big towns 
were well-nigh equal to celebra- 
tions of the same nature in bigger 
countries, we in Navrongo, a little 
town, which is a little less than six 
miles from the Northern border, 
could not have expected our re- 
joicings to be as extensive and as 
impressive. We nevertheless had 
quite a time and will not easily 
forget what our feelings were on 
that day. 

We were awakened on the sixth 
of March at 12:01 A.M. to be ex- 
act, by the sonorous peal of the 
bells of the Cathedral church. The 
little bells of the different schools 
and colleges immediately joined, 
none willing to be outdone in the 
joyous expression of “freedom”. 
You can imagine that it was not 
easy after this to return to bed. 


We all repaired to outdoor radios 
—at least those of us that were 
fortunate enough to possess one— 
and listened to the Prime Minis- 
ter’s message. The good man was 
moved so much that I’ve never 
heard such a poor speech given by 
him. His voice was so strained that 
we could hardly hear him. We un- 
derstood enough, however, to 
know that he wanted us all to be 
happy on the occasion of our in- 
dependence, to be grateful to God 
that we had attained our aim so 
easily and that we should all not 
sit down and think the work done 
and be worthy of a well earned 
rest, but that it was the time when 
each of us actually was to begin 
working for all he was worth. 
There was a great gathering of 
Chiefs with their followers and the 
faithful at the Cathedral on the 
morning of the sixth. Father Aba- 
tey, our pastor, sang a Mass in 
thanksgiving. The school children 
sang a polyphonic mass to the un- 
usual sound of a harmonium play- 
ed by Mr. Mensah, our energetic 
worker of the Legion of Mary. 
The school children of all the 
District Council schools went on a 
parade from the Cathedral to the 
town. Here in the Independence 
Park, the Government Agent, an 
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eaneaens 


Father Abatey, the first African priest ‘ ci addresses his people on 
the verandah of his mud building and tells them they should be good Catholics 
and loyal citizens. 


I:nglishman married to a local la- 
dy, gave a thrilling talk on the oc- 
casion of the celebrations. “We all 
should be indeed happy”, he said, 
“on this day, because it is today 
that Ghana has been born. We 
shall not be seeing its kind again. 
We should not forget, during our 
rejoicings, to think of all that have 
made our present country the hap- 
py place that it is today. We 
should be grateful to the White 
Fathers and White Sisters that 
have, almost single-handed, made 
Navrongo what it is today: finan- 
cially, educationally, and socially.” 
He also asked that the artist who 
had done so much to help decorate 
the town should be long remem- 
bered. 

As there are not as yet any 
words to the national anthem, the 
school children sang a hymn after 
the Ghana flag had been unfurled. 
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They then saluted the flag and the 
populace went about dancing, sing- 
ing and giving free rein to rejoic- 
ing until the afternoon when all 
gathered again in the park for 
open sports. There were open com- 
petitions in bicycle racing, donkey 
racing, shooting of the bow and 
other items of sport dear to the 
African. Prizes were distributed by 
Mrs. Masters, the Government 
Agent’s wife. 

After supper, we were all thrilled 
to see the fireworks which cas- 
caded down into the waters of our 
famous Yusi dam. It was a good 
end to the events of the day. By 
them we were reminded that. un- 
less we were ready to work hard 
for the good of our country, its 
beauty and glory would be as 
short-lived as the beauteous colors 
of the multi-colored fireworks that 
tumbled into the dam. 
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An 
Added Charm 


The story of a Miraculous Medal which 
outshone and overcame all other charms. 


A White Father and a Catechist 
were making a journey to a dis- 
tant village and met an old man 
with necklaces and pouches of 
charms. He did not look at all at- 
tractive, but he had a soul to be 
saved and the sands of his life 
were running out fast. Father 
greeted him and soon came to the 
point of suggesting that he should 
come to the catechism class and 
learn to pray. This suggestion 
seemed to amuse Father’s com- 
panion, who chuckled audibly. 
However, the old man was polite 
but firm. “No,” he said and pre- 
pared to go on his way. 

“Well, here’s another charm for 
your collection. Wear this”, Fath- 
er concluded, giving him a ‘little 
Miraculous Medal of Our Lady. 
The old man accepted it and put- 
ting the string around his neck 
went his way. 

Father and the Catechist con- 
tinued their journey to the village 
where confessions were to be heard 
and Mass said the next morning. 
As soon as they were out of ear- 
shot, the Catechist exclaimed: 
“Why that man is the most no- 
torious Witchdoctor in the neigh- 
borhood !” 

However, the Witchdoctor was 
present at Mass the next morning. 
Father noticed him and_ there 
could be no mistake about that 
snow-white hair. He was kneeling 


at the back of the chapel, his head 
reverently bent, and he was still 
there after all the others went 
away. 

“So Grandad, you have come 
back! Why?” Father inquired. 

“To learn to pray”, he answered 
quite simply. 

“Good!” Father said, “But if 
you are sincere you must bring all 
your charms in a bag and burn 
them publicly tomorrow.” 

“It shall be done as you say, 
Father”, the old man replied, and 
shuffled away. 

There was no doubt about his 
sincerity. He turned up the follow- 
ing morning with not one, but two 
bags of amulets which he burned 
before the marvelling eyes of the 
whole village — Catholic and non- 
Catholic alike. 

He was a very old man, so there 
could be no question of the usual 
four years’ catechumenate, besides 
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he studied his catechism and lis- 
tened so attentively that he was 
able to receive the Sacrament of 
Baptism in less than six months. 
After the ceremony, with eyes 
sparkling and his old face trans- 
figured with joy, he approached 
Father and said: “All my life I 
have been a very wicked man, op- 
posing your teaching in every way 
possible. I have made all kinds of 
trouble for you and the Christians 
for years and years and years, but 
now I wish to undo some of what 
I have done let me become a 
Catechist.” 

Someone with a heart of stone 
could hardly have refused the ap- 
pealing look that accompanied the 
request. Father was deeply moved 
as he nodded and then knelt down 
in the littke bush chapel to thank 
Our Heavenly Mother for this 
wonderful grace she had obtained 
for the Witchdoctor. 

Old Anthony became an exem- 
plary Catechist during the brief 
three months of the life that re- 
mained to him. In spite of all his 
pains and aches he trotted from 
village to village instructing the 
old folk with care and patience to 
the admiration of everyone, until 
God called him to his reward. 
There is no doubt that Anthony is 
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still helping his mission from his 
new home and helping also the 
devout souls whose prayers had 
won for him the grace of conver- 
sion, 


OUR FRONT COVER 


This young scout from Central Africa is giv- 
ing a universal symbol which shows, though she 
may be of a different country and have different 
customs, she has the true scout spirit recognizable 
the world over—cheerfulness, loyalty and always 
prepared to do a good deed. 
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ture; jaking into peated his asene and abnor aoe 

Young people. with their. growing capacities are naturally gen- 
erous, They eagerly. face life’s battles and want to give theit 
measures: they reed to help, to give themselves, to outdo them-. 
Selves, The cleanness of heart Pr oe es by. such an attitude 


towards life is also clearly understood . 


. Can anyone. con- 


sider such an education inopportane in a civilization where 
Sven, hs lead ls st Fe love af 2a ae ee su- 


The above words of His Holi- 
ness, Pope Pius XII, as spoken to 
the Seventh International Confer- 
ence of Catholic Scouts, empha- 
sizes the tremendous need for an 
active method of education which 
has already proved its worth in the 
form of Scouting. 

In Africa, the Scout Move- 
ment has made equally rapid 
strides with its adaptability to the 
needs of a young nation rapidly 
on its way to progressive civiliza- 
tion. Statistics taken in 1955 show 
that over 18,000 boys belong to 
the Scout Movement. More re- 
cently, however, the trend towards 
forming Girl Scouts has been de- 
veloping and is being solidly im- 
planted in various sections of the 
country. 


GOAL IN MIND 


If the child, the young girl of 
today, is to grow and develop into 
a future feminine leader of tomor- 
row, she must be taught and 
formed to possess a strong char- 
acter, good health habits, the abil- 
ity to do things well, the desire to 
help herself as well as others, and 
above all, to acquire a taste for the 
things of God. 


It goes without saying that such 
a program is of immense benefit to 
the African girl who needs to 
achieve these feminine character- 
istics, even more than others be- 
cause of the tremendous strides 
which her race is undertaking in 
the present day. It is extremely 
important that each African tribe 
be equipped with leaders who will 
be capable of guiding their less 
fortunate sisters through the dif- 
ficulties of a life now in the throes 
of evolution. 


SEEKING APPROPRIATE 
METHODS 


If the goal is clear and precise, 
the means to achieve it are not so 
clearly defined. They must be 
adapted with finesse and delicacy, 
all the more so because the soul 
and spirit of any people remains 
somewhat a mystery to other peo- 
ples. However, even though chil- 
dren and young people may differ 
psychologically from one race or 
nation to another, there remain 
many points of similarity on which 
to build. 

The Scout Method of training is 
all the more necessary for young 
African girls because it gives an 
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A scout makes her Promise in the Sahara. 


active and complete formation of 
body and soul, developing the na- 
tural possibilities of girls who 
often grow up without any educa- 
tion. In other words, it teaches 
them to make the most of their 
lives, humanly as well as_ spirit- 
ually. 

The plan of physical training 
which it involves serves as an ex- 
cellent remedy for defective hy- 
gienic conditions. Also, the intel- 
lectual approach of the Scout 
movement is very much in keep- 
ing with the African psychology in 
that it is devoted more to the prac- 
tical methods. For instance, the 
African mind is much more gifted 
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for its practical discoveries than 
for abstractions, and the Scout 
method with its accent on observa- 
tion and manual and artistic abil- 
ity, is particularly well adapted to 
such a psychological setting. On 
the other hand, the gift of imagi- 
nation of a child needs to be di- 
rected toward tangible reality as 
the Scout tests provide. 

On the moral plane, this devel- 
opment of will power and person- 
ality is particularly necessary for 
children who are used to passive 
submission before more or less ar- 
bitrary control, or to evasion of 
such control by underhand meth- 
ods. 
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Rigging a tent can be masterfully tackled by the Scouts of Kenya. 


Another advantage of the Scout’s 
formation is the freedom which it 
gives young people from a certain 
sense of timidity. It teaches them 
to be true to themselves. It is a 
school for leaders—“elites” chosen 
from the ranks and not “elites” 
who achieve leadership by their 
personal ability or as a result of 
family prestige or heredity. 
DIFFICULTIES 

It must be remembered that 
Scouting aims at training LEAD- 
ERS, not at grouping all young 
people into a ring of recreation, 
sport activities, handcraft classes, 
giving the illusion of real accom- 


plishment. It is better to limit the 
membership in quantity in order 
to concentrate on quality, thus re- 
maining faithful to the spirit of the 
founder. 

This, of course, increases the re- 
sponsibility of the leaders. Up to 
the present date, the African units 
have been under the direction of 
Ikuropean leaders — teachers or 
nurses living in the country. These 
leaders are hard to find, even in 
the larger cities, because of the 
necessity for them to know the 
language and understand the men- 
tality of their charges. 

Where they cannot be found, a 
Sister, usually a former Scout her- 
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self, takes charge of the group and 
this is usually very successful be- 
cause she is better able to under- 
stand the youngsters. Every effort 
possible is made to train African 
assistant leaders, who in a short 
time will be able to take over the 
responsibility for African Girl 
Scouts. There are already several 
well-trained assistants of Chris- 
tian, Moslem and Jewish origin. 

Another difficulty is the dan- 
gerous attempt to apply methods 
of Scouting evolved in our indi- 
vidualistic Western civilization, 
and expect them to succeed in a 
patriarchal Eastern civilization. 
Such trials, not based on true-to- 
life considerations, would inevit- 
ably be doomed to failure. To 
build something solid, it is neces- 
sary to dig down to the underlying 
rock. His Holiness, Pius XII, em- 
phasized this very strongly in 
1951 when he spoke in favor of 
respecting the various civilizations 
and spiritualizing their better. ele- 
ments. 


Race, origin, color are forgotten as these African girl Scouts have 
a bit of frolicking fun in Uganda. 


AFRICA’S FUTURE 
SCOUTS 


Instead of being overcome by 
the various trials and experiments 
to be undertaken, we must rejoice, 
for out of these adaptations will 
grow a real African Scout Move- 
ment. Until enough African lead- 
ers are formed, with an experience 
of the joys and responsibilities of 
being Scouts, and the ability to 
teach their younger sisters, the 
present leaders must act with cir- 
cumspection, wisdom and _intelli- 
gence. 

It is indispensable to learn from 
the Africans, for in the final anal- 
African Scouting will be 
thought out by Africans. We must 
always seek to adapt ourselves and 
profit from the lessons of exper- 
ience. But now, success is certain, 
and parents who have benefited by 
Scouting experience know what 
they owe to it and are ready to 
lielp in every way to establish an 
authentic African Scout Move- 
ment. 
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A “Bee” receives her pin. 


These were the thoughts that the 
White Sisters had in mind when 
they first struck upon the idea of 
forming a scout-like organization 
in the mountains of Kabylia. They 
sought for an approach that would 
be strong and appealing to these 
girls of the mountains, thus inspir- 
ing them to a higher and more su- 
pernatural type of life. 

As a significant name, the Sis- 
ters chose “Ruche” or “Bee-hive” 
to designate the group because of 
the familiarity of the people with 
the bee. Bees and bee-hives are 
quite common in Kabylia and play 
an important part in ancestral 
sayings and folklore. Besides, what 
lessons are to be drawn from the 
busy and contented life of the bee, 
and from the sweetness of the 
honey which it generates! 

Rules and a map of organiza- 
tion were laid out, specially adapt- 
ed in every detail to fit into the 


The “BEES” 
OF KABYLIA 


The aim of the White Sisters is the 
complete formation, of the Kabylian 
woman in order to enable her to con- 
tribute towards the ever progressive per- 
fection of her society. It is not enough 
to reach the half-way mark, but their 
hopes are to form women, who will be 
capable of serving their homes as effi- 
cient mothers, enforcing the esteem and 
respect of those about them, and ful- 
filling to the last letter their providen- 
tial role of educators... 


lives of the Kabylian girls, for 
there was no question of revising 
or re-adapting those that had al- 
ready been set up for an entirely 
different type of people elsewhere. 
So broad was the type of edu- 
cation required that it consisted in 
teaching the young girls hygiene, 
various methods of cooking, mod- 
ern means of child care, house- 
keeping, knitting and sewing 
all this while choosing the essential 
and giving a set of values in order 
to keep them from losing their 
equilibrium in new and more de- 
veloped surroundings. In a phrase, 
one of the mothers has summed it 
up this way: “You have given 
them the best of what is to be 
found in your way of life, without 
destroying what is good in ours.” 
merit 
special attention for their great 
originality as well as for their wide 
range of subjects. The Kabylian 


The songs of the “Bees” 


’ 
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shows a remarkable facility in cre- 
ating both the music and words 
without any apparent effort. A 
collection has been made accord- 
ing to the subject: patriotism, 
friendship, big feasts, marriages, 
births and a number of other 
things. 

On the occasion of marriage of 
one of the “Bees”, groups assem- 
ble at the home of their companion 
to sing their best wishes and give 
all sorts of good advice. Their con- 
tact with one another is always 
with the utmost politeness and re- 


spect. On one similar marriage 
feast, a “Bee” sang the following 
words: 


“In the warm glow of eventide 
As you gather together 
Your husband will teach you 
in prudence 
The wise counsels of his 
fathers.” 


All who are present listen quiet- 
ly and profit from the repetition 
of age-old maxims which form the 
basis of their society. 

Do the “Bees” like their “Bee- 
hives”—the organization especial- 
ly founded for them? Do they 
learn to produce the honey of 
kindness and charity which is 
capable of elevating the society 
around them! To both of these 
questions the answer is “yes”. As 
the bee knows where to find the 
sweetest nectar among the flowers, 
so they have learned to find and 
draw out what is good and true in 
those around them. One can fore- 
see only the brightest of futures 
for this organization. Already 
leaders are coming to the front as 
a result and proving themselves to 
be veritable pillars of strength and 
goodness among their own people 


of Kabylia. 


A MESSAGE FOR THOSE WHO SUFFER 


The plea for universal observance of the feast of Pentecost, 
as Mission Sunday of the sick has a special significance. At 
present a materialistic world decries the presence of human 
suffering. By contrast Holy Mother the Church looks upon suf- 
ferers as her reservoir of spiritual aid for the expansion of the 
Kingdom of Christ. 


“Do not waste that pain,” she begs. “Unite it with the suf- 
ferings of your Redeemer on the cross: so that, all men, even 
the millions ‘still sitting in the darkness of paganism’ may 
come to the knowledge and love of Christ.” 

We ask our suffering Readers to transform their pain into 
a powerhouse of prayer; so that, the floodgates of God’s mercy 


will be opened to give strength to those who carry His mes- 
sage of love to mission " 
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The Girl Scouts: 
Thika’s Pride and Joy 


By Sister Mary Joun, W'S. 


“We've lit the fire with only one match!” 

“You'd better get a little more wood—the stack is getting low.” 

“Say, Rosie, how about looking after the fire while I go fill the water jug?” 
“Oh my goodness, we've forgotten to put salt in the macaroni!” 


“Look at the neat plate-rack those African Scouts have made out of tree 
stumps and bamboo branches, Let’s try to set up one just like it!” 


If you haven’t already guessed, 
these are a few of the excited cries 
heard in an African Scout troop 
outing in the woods. It was not 
exactly an “all-night” camping 
session, since this is perhaps a bit 
risky in the land of Thika, the 
Mau-Mau territory, but an all- 
day affair which included the three 
troops of Thika Companies of Afri- 
can, Asian and Goan origin, as 
well as a few Scouts of mixed 
races. 

The meeting place was the Dis- 
trict Commissioner’s grounds 
where his wife, a Scout Commis- 
sioner,” had organized the rally 
with the help of a Red Cross nurse 
in that area. It turned out to be 
one of the most exciting times in 
Scout history, a day when race, 
creed and color were totally for- 
gotten as young Scouts busied 
themselves with the work and joys 
of setting up camp outdoors. 

Our own troop arrived by lorry 
(truck) about 2:00 P.M. in the 
afternoon and immediately made 
preparations to get organized, 


choosing a site for the cooking, 
gathering wood and stones for the 
fire, etc. No sooner had we disem- 


barked than the other two troops 
pulled up with merry laughter and 
began busying themselves in like 
manner. 

Meanwhile, Miss Houghton, the 
nurse, took one of the Indian 
Scouts and myself into the garden 
where we set about laying a track- 
ing trail for our fellow Scouts to 
follow. Making a list of all the 
tracking signs, we were anxious to 
see how many would be discov- 
ered. Hidden messages were then 
concealed, one under a hedge, an- 
other under some loose earth; and 
the indication of their whereabouts 
were given “Scout fashion”, as 
we call it. The first clue took the 
resemblance of so many pieces of 
fruit in a square, in order to show 
how many paces away the mes- 
sage was hidden. The second con- 
sisted in marking with red ink the 
number of paces on a piece of old 
tin. Such were the highlights of 
what later turned out to be a most 
puzzling problem for the Scouts. 

Back in the open, the other 
Scouts had been playing various 
games together, their difference in 
races giving rise only to the “lan- 
guage” question. This proved a 


13 


ac 15 - cy aa oe 8 pie ws hy eee mn te 4 7S ote ‘ee aes ee Ch. A ne, ee een ee Mem Mh yh es i 
Pee een Neal ‘Gt. | eee en Eo ‘ae — ios i nae ale 
eee Ss a ee Cae cua ee, eee Come i. OR eeber ; ; 
Mert gs i: i ee ee oe ee Ae ge se ag ea : 
= 6 % i. Fe ie lac el a “Ee gee Ey oepe ae ve i a 
} ee 
ss i 

7 

aN : ies feeeetats titer. oie fs 
: iz aes fe ie 4 Chine si ag 2 hh tga Sea ae Pee 
te oO een aes fier is Be ines aos oe AS he aera ; » ie 
Peas mn leh a. > as ie aes ai Behe s: pe Pe oe eae rape ace! Ger (Seo fe 


little difficult and the captains of 
the African and Indian troops had 
to interpret as best they could the 
rules given in English. 

Half the Scouts of each troop 
were then sent with Sister Gabriel 
of our Brownie Pack, to follow the 
track while the others remained 
for a few more games and to start 
the fires in preparation for the 
cooking. 

It might be wise to mention here 
that since my culinary powers are 
not of the first degree, we had 
carefully “rehearsed” our cooking 
the previous week in the woods at 
home, under the effective and ef- 
ficient eye and hand of Sister 
Mary Loretto, the Head-Mistress 
of our school. It was certainly a 
pity that she could not be with us 
that day. Just the same, we went 
on bravely and decided to cook 
with three fires, as there were 
twenty-six of us to feed. While a 
few Scouts were busy tending the 
fires, others helped to prepare the 
food. If all this was not done at 
least with first-rate efficiency, it 
must be noted that first-rate 
friendliness was not lacking. It 
made me quite pleased to hear 
Miss Houghton’s comment: “What 
nice manners your Scouts have! 
They always ask ‘Please pass me 
this .. . or please do that’.” 

Another half-hour brought the 
first group of Scouts back from 
the track hunt, a little downheart- 
ed, for they had been unable to 
locate the clue to the second mes- 
sage and hunted among the dug- 
up soil of the vegetable garden un- 
til one by one they dropped out in 
discouragement, leaving only three 
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or four to persevere with Sister 
Gabriel who refused to give up the 
chase. 

Faces were soon made bright 
again, however, as the cooking as- 
pect renewed their interests and 
busy hands went flying into action 
around the fires, enabling the sec- 
ond group of trackers to set out to 
join Sister Gabriel and her per- 
severing companions. 

This latter group surprised us 
by returning with jollier faces, an- 
nouncing the great news that one 
of our Scouts had succeeded in 
finding the second message. 

After the meal prayers, the food 
was dished out to the delighted re- 
cipients. The happy result was not 
so much due to the excellent 
“chef’s” touch, but could be more 
adequately contributed to the rav- 
ing appetites which had grown so 
enormously in the outdoor exer- 
cise. 

Then began the climax of a real 
Scouting evening! Gathered 
around a large campfire, the 
Scouts seated themselves in a cir- 
cle on the ground, listening to each 
of the troops taking their turn en- 
tertaining the others. It was quite 
interesting, for example,to hear the 
difference between “A Bicycle 
Built for Two” and the nasal In- 
dian chanting which seemed to in- 
clude so many intermediary notes 
between every two notes of our 
modern music. The Africans then 
demonstrated a rather soft type of 
crooning—which they alone can do 
and finally, all three troops 


joined in a few rounds of “Camp 
Fire’s Burning” and the day was 
traditional 


concluded with the 
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To keep the fire burning is fun! 


“Taps” or the Scout’s Vespers, as 
we like to call it, bringing to mind 
the dying day and the nearness of 
God, their Creator. 

Before leaving our pleasant 
hosts who had been responsible for 
such a lovely day, three cheers 
were rendered with hearty voices 
and each lorry carried away a sing- 
ing caravan of happy Scouts who 
shouted their last “Kwaheri 
(Goodbye) as they parted at the 
crossroads. 

Scouting was begun in our 
school over a year ago and is al- 
ready noted for its educational 
value. We have a Scout Troop, a 
Brownie Pack and a Wolf Cub 
Pack. Also, there has been a bit 
of uphill treading to organize this 
movement—for Scouting does not 
always mean games and fun, but 


often requires a great deal of grit 
and perseverance. On the whole, 
the girls are tremendously keen, 
and in spite of their youthful for- 
getfulness at times, they take their 
obligations very seriously. 

When Mussolini put a stop to 
Scouting in Rome, Our Holy 
Father said he had been struck in 
the apple of his eye. He has meted 
out the highest and most discrim- 
inating praise to the movement, 
for its union of idealism and prac- 
tical service, its spirit of adventure 
joined to wholesome discipline, its 
world-wide spirit of brotherhood. 
In parts of Uganda, it is the form 
of Catholic Action officially chosen 
by the Hierarchy. May it be an 
element in training a courageous, 
enthusiastic and __ self-sacrificing 
generation of tomorrow. 
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Inter-racial Scout Leaders’ Training Week at Kazi on t 
English Scout Leader hoist the colors. An Indian in Pan-} 
four White Sisters are of different nationalities... 
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izi on the shores of Lake Victoria. A Goan, an African and an 
in Pan-jabi style Scout uniform is seen to the right. Even the 
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SCOUT TROOP 


By 


Sister Marte pE LA SALetTe, W.S. 


The “Xaverians” are a group of Girl 
Scouts in the Belgian Congo whose 
motto CHARITAS or Charity, enables 
them to expand their own personalities 
in the service of God and neighbor. 


Clad in a Khaki Scout uniform 
with a red, green or orange tie— 
according to the age group—you 
will find several troops of Xaver- 
ian Girl Scouts in the Belgian Con- 
go who are dedicated by the prom- 
ises they have made to be active 
apostles to all those with whom 
they come in contact. 

While the organization for girls 
was only recently begun, it is 
growing rapidly and has adopted 
the same ideals, rules and spirit of 
the Xaverian Boy Scouts, whose 
projects are well spread out over 
the country. These girls will some 
day become the wives of the Boy 
Scouts and society demands this 
equality which establishes them 
in the same equilibrium of attitude 
which has been already most fruit- 
ful among the Xaverian boys. 

Each local group is composed of 
three sections. The second and 
third graders wear a green necktie 
and receive their period of inten- 
sive formation during Advent, 
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ood deed makes Mariana happy 
indeed. 
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making their promises at Christ- 
mas before the Crib. 

Distinguished by a red tie, the 
children between the third and 
sixth grades are formed during 
Lent and make their promises on 
Easter before the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. 

The third group consists of older 
children, who receive a still more 
intensive formation during Pas- 
chaltide and pronounce their 
promises at Pentecost. They are 
even more brilliant with the orange 
ties, and much respected by the 
younger groups. 

In their great devotion for the 
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Liturgy, the feast of Christ the 
King and the Month of May are 
especially honored by the Xaver- 
ian Girl Scouts. Each group or- 
ganizes the daily recitation of the 
Rosary during the month of Octo- 
ber. One of the members usually 
designates the manner in which 
the complete Rosary is to be re- 
cited, and this devotion is carried 
out in the family as much as pos- 
sible. 

The names chosen for each 
troop are ordinarily taken from a 
title of Our Blessed Mother or a 
Saint whom the troop honors in a 
special way. For example, there is 
the “Maria Goretti” Troop which 
make it a special task to gather 
bundles of sticks for firewood and 
take them to the tuberculous pa- 


Scouting hours are always too 
short for Katarina. 


.Mother 


tients, about 20 minutes walk from 
their village. The “St. Therese” 
Troop visit fellow pupils who are 
hospitalized or confined by illness 
to their huts. Thus each troop has 
an inspiring ideal which it carries 
into practice as we shall describe 
in the work of our “Virgo Maria” 
Troop. 

A free school day was suddenly 
upon us and we decided to profit 
of this occasion in order to initiate 
our Xaverian Girl Scouts into their 
apostolate. The previous evening 
Was spent in a reunion with them 
during which the excursion for the 
next day was carefully planned 
and the aim as well as the means 
were explained. The work was 
then divided among groups and an 
added prayer for clear weather 
concluded the evening. 

The next morning, each one rec- 
ommended her special intention 
for the day to Our dear Lord in 
Holy Communion and immediate- 
ly after breakfast the Troop set 
out on foot, singing the traditional 
scout tunes. Marching proudly be- 
hind their beloved flag — marked 
with the emblem of the “Pax” 
cross designed in bright red, a rep- 
lica of the badge worn on the. 
Scout’s uniform — it took the 
Scouts over an hour to reach the 
little chapel of Muzinzi village. A 
prayer was recited in order to beg 
Our Lady’s assistance for the day. 
Then holy pictures of our Blessed 
were distributed to be 
used as a means for reaching the 
public. 

Full of enthusiasm, but with the 
dignity of an apostle filled with 
zeal for their religious task, the 
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Troop split up into six groups and 
disappeared in all directions into 
the banana plantations which sur- 
round the huts of the village. The 
girls had taken their work so much 
to heart that we were astounded at 
the admirable results. 


One group came across a band 
of women working laboriously as 
they bent over their hoes in back- 
breaking fashion. The Scouts 
begged the wo- 
men to give them 
the hoes and let 
them take over 
for a while, giv- 
ing the elderly 
women a chance 
to rest — but en- 
abling our young 
apostles to get in 
a few words a- 
bout Christ, the 
Church, Our 
Blessed Mother, 
et cetera. One 
scout relieved an old woman of her 
bundle of wood, while still another 
helped a young mother by taking 
her baby off her back as she car- 
ried the water jug to her hut. It 
was in such manner that our eager 
apostles began their work, for each 
of these good deeds presented an 
opening for conversation and soon 
questions were flying fast — Are 
you a Christian? Do you go to in- 
structions: Do you know how to 
pray? Do you know about God... 
His Blessed Mother? 


The chatting went on in charm- 
ing youthful manner, while one 
scout taught a woman to make the 
sign of the cross, another helped 
her friend to re-learn the Our 
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Young girls desirous of 
devoting their lives to the 
salvation of African souls 
as White Sisters, should 
apply for information to: 


MOTHER SUPERIOR 
WHITE SISTERS’ CONVENT 
Mary GLenn R-D 2 
FRANKLIN, Pa: 


Father and Hail Mary. Then they 
entered the huts of those to whom 
they had lent their help and pro- 
ceeded to see what good they 
could do inside. Some of them suc- 
ceeded in taking off the amulets 
around the babies’ necks — with 
the permission of the mothers of 
course — and replaced them with 
medals. 

Three other Scouts visited an 
old married cou- 
ple. The man was 
very ill and his 
wife was not too 
pleased that 
these girls should 
speak to her hus- 
band of such 
religious things. 
But the old man 
was delighted 
and caressed the 
picture of the 
Blessed Virgin 
which the girls 
had given him, asking them to put 
it over his bed and commanding 
that nobody should even touch it. 
He was very happy with what the 
girls told him. 

At hearing the whistle which 
called the zealous apostles back to 
our midst, all of them returned, a 
little downcast at having to leave 
for the day, and one by one they 
knelt in front of the statue of Our 
Lady whom they had invoked so 
faithfully that very morning, and 
through whose intercession they 
had been so successful. Then they 
ran to the Sisters, one after the 
other to give an account of their 
victories. It was almost a repro- 
duction of the scene in the Gospel 
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when our Lord received His apos- 
tles’ account of the works they had 
done in His Name. 

During the entire day the clouds 
had been threatening to let loose 
their angry waters, but somehow 
or other, it never happened, thanks 
to Almighty God Who showed His 
mercy upon His beloved messen- 
gers. 


Back at the Mission, every one 
stopped to pay a visit to Our Lord 
in order to thank Him for the 
graces of the day. Then we dis- 
covered that the Scouts were still 
not too tired to consider playing a 
few games, singing with joyful 
hearts as they made a few last 
rounds of the schoolyard before 
retiring with pleasant memories in 
their hearts. 


YOUNG HERETICS 


“Now, now, Boys! ... Are the 
two of you quarrelling again, just 
so recently after your last fight?” 
Pretending to be surprised, I ar- 
rived suddenly on the scene. 


“Bruno started it all,” wailed 
Antonio, “he says I’m mixing up 
the Bible and is going to use stones 
to straighten me out!” 

“T never even touched him, 
S’ter,” cried Bruno, “but he does 
mix it all up terribly! And I must 
teach him the truth, you see. 
Tonio says that the Baby Jesus 
was in the Garden of Eden before 
Adam and Eve lived there, but 
he’s turning the whole Bible 


"a yy} 
arouna. 


“And what do you say about 
that, little Bruno?” I ventured 
laughingly. 

“Well, I say he should know 
better, since both of us were born 
Christians, so I’m trying to pound 


it into his head that the Baby Je- 
sus couldn’t have come into the 
Garden of Eden just yet, because 
the White Fathers were not cre- 
ated then, and so... I mean. 
well, there wouldn’t have been 
anybody to baptize Him!” 

After my abrupt intrusion, it 
seemed that the noisy discussion 
was about to be postponed and I 
promised the young “heretics” to 
tell them the whole beautiful story 
after the holidays. 

“Hey-ho, S’ter,” Bruno yelled 
joyously with a jump, while Tonio, 
a little less thrilled, was. still 
clutching a few pebbles in his little 
dark fist, and as I turned to leave 
them I heard him wisely planning 
for the future as he mumbled: 
“Lovely, Sister! But I shall keep 
these stones to throw at Bruno if 
he starts teaching me HIS bible 
again! ---” 


—Sr. M. Sr. Dents, W. S. 
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By Rev. H. LeViev, W.F. 


THEIR LOVE OF THE 
ROSARY 

Sunday Mass being over in the 
parish church of Kasa, the people 
gather outside to exchange greet- 
ings and to visit a while with 
friends they seldom see at any 
other time. Inquiries are made 
about the sick and explanations 
given for those present. Occasion- 
ally, even among Africans, the 
conversation of a group takes on 
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an air of intimate secrecy and one 
can guess a bit of local gossip is 
passing by. 

As for myself, now that I have 
been retired and time is my own, 
I love to pass among the crowd 
and spread the spirit of JESUS 
wherever it might fall . .. on 
Christian and non-Christian alike, 
saint or sinner, on the joyful and 
on the sad. 


Some are ill at ease and betray 
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their nervousness to speak to me. 
These I reassure. 

As elsewhere, the younger gen- 
eration gathers into groups of its 
own. There is no timidity or false 
pride here, and soon they have me 
surrounded. Voices rise and fall 
and the chatter calls to mind the 
shrill, staccato notes of the mag- 
pie. 

All have much to say, so speak 
louder than the rest to be heard. 
“How have you been, Father, and 
all the other priests at the Mis- 
sion...” asked one polite young- 
ster. 

“Thank you for bringing us the 
benefits of the Sacraments,” a lit- 
tle girl added. 

“Mama couldn’t come today, 
she says hello...” another chimed 
in. 
“Old Yoakim would like to see 
you...” was a further request. 

“Grandma needs glasses and 
some medicine for her eyes,” a 
bashful girl whispered softly. 

“Lukoma would like you to 
shoot some of the monkeys which 
are ruining her crop...” was still 
a louder request... and so it 
goes... 

“Father,” cried Adulfu above 
the others, “it is a long time since 
I asked you to get me a Rosary, 
a pretty one that is strong... You 
said you would.” 

His words set off an avalanche 
of complaints. “You promised me 
a cross, Father ... A medal and 
chain for each one in our family, 


and we are eight ... Holy pictures - 


and medals —we are seven... 
Grandpa wants a Rosary with 
large beads . . .” 


I even heard little Annette whis- 
per to Grasiosa... “He said he 
would get me a red Rosary which 
would be indulgenced.” 

“Children, children,” I cried 
above the din, “I am aware of my 
obligations and the promises I 
have made to you. I have written 
many times to my friends in Eu- 
rope and America to beg these ar- 
ticles for you. You must be pa- 
tient, they will come soon, I hope.” 

Calmed, I quickly took the op- 
portunity to add that prayers to 
St. Peter Claver and the Martyrs 
of Uganda would hasten the re- 
sponse which they desired. 

Thinking to prove my good 
faith, 1 pulled a Rosary out of my 
pocket and held it high before 
them... “Look,” I said to them, 
“this is the last Rosary that I have 
left, and the beads dre too large for 
any of you. I brought it for old 
Sabina.” 

“Oh,” they gasped in unison, 
while coveting it with their huge 
eyes. 

Then Adulfu cried out “Give it 
to me and I'll say it for her. She 
is too old and sick to say it any- 
way.” 

Jeers of protest were hurled at 
the poor, hapless Adulfu in de- 
fense of their beloved old Sabina. 


DEVOTION TO THE 
EUCHARIST 

That day I noticed a woman 
seated beneath the eaves of the 
chapel roof. Her face was partly 
covered with rags, and contrary to 
all modesty, her legs stretched out 
stiff and naked before her. 

Close by, within reach, lay her 
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inseparable companion, a strong, 
long stick. 

I recognized Zirabatamubula. 
She is about 65 years old and crip- 
pled by a disease which has pa- 
ralyzed one arm, the right leg, and 
blinded one eye. 

The rags she had tied around 
her feet were stained with blood, 
permitting one to guess their de- 
plorable condition. The path to the 
mission is steep and strewn with 
rocks and thistles, each step de- 
manding its price. In an hour she 
is able to cover little more than a 
block as the effort is exhausting 
and she often needs to sit down 
and rest a bit. But as out of the 
deepest night comes the dawn, so 
out of Zirabatamubula’s perserver- 
ing effort comes rewarding satis- 
faction. 

“Bravo, grandmother,” I said, 
saluting her. “But I planned to 
bring you Communion tomorrow 
and save you this sorrowful ascent 
up the hill of Calvary.” 

“But Father,” she replied, “Our 
Lord suffered for us, so is it not 
right that I should also suffer 
something for Him? Since He per- 
mits the way | come to be as sor- 
rowful and full of pain as that 
which He trod to come to me, can 
I wish it to be otherwise?” 

“You are the strong woman of 
the Gospel, Zirabatamubula, but 
were you able to receive Commun- 
ion:” 

“Alas, no, Father,” she replied 
regretfully. ““The Mass was over 
by the time I arrived. That is why 
I feel so sad and full of remorse. 
The rocks and thistles hindered 
me. Our Lord carried His Cross 
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on His shoulders; mine is in my 
feet. But God is good. He permits 
me these few moments of rest and 
the consolation of my pipe. I hope 
its fumes spread even to the chapel 
to purify the air so that Jesus in 
the Tabernacle will not be offend- 
ed by the stench of my sores.” 

Overcome by so great humility 
and simplicity, I cried out: “Come 
and receive your Lord and Master 
without delay. He awaits your 
coming.” 

SABINA RECEIVES 
HER ROSARY 

Her thanksgiving being com- 
pleted, Sabina placed the old worn 
Rosary back in its usual place. 
Leaning heavily on a stick, she 
made her way out to the yard sur- 
rounding the church, already quite 
clear of the crowd which had filled 
it shortly before. She headed for a 
nice sunny spot to take out the 
chill of the morning still aching in 
her bones. 

I joined her as she patiently set 
about filling her pipe. I hastened 
to light it for her. 

“How good it is to be here,” she 
said as the smoke began to curl 
lazily. 

I noticed with satisfaction the 
Rosary she was wearing around 
her neck, being aware of all the 
beads which had been chewed off 
by rats. It was one I had given her 
many years previously. “Are you 
faithful in reciting it every day!” 
I asked, “for pagans, sinners and 
the dying?” 

“Yes, Father,” she replied, “and 
for women weak when tempted 
and the souls in purgatory.” 

“And in all these prayers which 
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you say while fingering your Ro- 
sary, is there ever sometimes one 
for me?” 

“You may not believe me, 
Father, when I tell you I still pray 
for Fr. Lesbros, who baptized me 
forty years ago. Then how can you 
doubt that | pray for you, the 
Father and comfort of my soul in 
my poverty and desolation?” 

The pipe had gone out. I relit it 
for her. 

“Somehow it tastes even sweeter 
to me this morning,” she said. 
“Perhaps it is because Jesus Who 
is all Sweetness has visited my 
soul. Even this wicked tongue of 
mine which so often speaks biting 
and hurtful things longs to speak 
only of His Goodness. I will come 
again to Mass tomorrow. | hear it 
is your feastday, Father.” 

“You are very kind, Sabina, and 
to show you my appreciation with- 
out waiting until tomorrow, I 


would like to make you a gift of 
this Rosary. It is new and strong, 
and it is indulgenced.” 

“A new Rosary for me, Father!” 
she replied with delight. “How can 
I ever thank you! The Rosary is 
my life, my consolation and my 
hope.” 

May Mary ever reign with such 
love and devotion in the gentle 
hearts of our Africans. 
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NEW REVELATIONS IN 


If the word “Domestic Science” sounds a bit dull to you, let 
us take a peek at one of the up-and-coming modern schools 
operated by the White Sisters at Mwanza, Tanganyika. 


By Sr. Myriem or tHe Trinity, W.S. 


Due to the large population of 
Africa and the great undeveloped 
areas in the field of education, it 
is sad to say that only a relatively 
small proportion of girls may be 
received into High School after 
finishing their lower grades. 
Therefore, it has become more and 
more urgent to provide another 
substitute in education in order to 
present to these girls and future 
mothers a program of education 
which is at the same time prac- 
tical and which offers a goal to re- 


place their otherwise wasted mo- 
ments when they are obliged to 
stay at home. 

Plans had long been discussed 
on the subject of building a Do- 
mestic Science School which would 
capably fit the needs of our mis- 
sion, but as is nearly always the 
case in any plan of construction in 
the missions finances were 
sorely lacking... 

In spite of the many obstacles, 
we were determined to remedy 
this sad state of affairs in which so 


Basic instructions for cooking and housekeeping find the girls 
deeply engrossed in their respective activities. 


ee = i's A ees ee Iter bee Be ei Sie a 
; = art Bee yore ee ie Si. Seely ae . eer 
9 saa ie Sot af P tags Se ‘he 
‘ 3 pub Pees ee, ta 
| 
; 
: _ 
Gui 
| ae: 
ig tiy at 
al = r ¥ 
——— 
| 
: i { ? ae a 
ee as a P 
—_— ; mn a 
* - ee, ee 
4 = ema So 
* # 4g ee ‘ae 
i is 
oom = ay on 
: 2 : = CS tam | 
vad ; a oe aie - = i 
: _—s 26h 4 ae ad : 
' — a © es ie ee 
2 . = — |. ~ | 
££ Tees ao... 
: ‘ =o 5 
3 | 2 x a oe: am Bie er ig i © j 
| i _- 2 Se ee) ey 4 
: ’ — a oe | fakeec pe 
: 4} ‘ i — 
J "b a a — 
fr Af rans We ce ie 
i ’w a a ; i all 7 ith : 
¥ . go bins Gale a ee Ps ee es 
(ae i §«=~©-—r—? 
aes ey: an! he — ; eae 
ee ms ae Ss ae a 
ee aes cok eee RD a tae sae 
ia on iercmiene cc k Bie Ms ti oo re es wee ah 
és ip al gc lee neice PES Seer Rn Be i eg aa Sere eee eS 
x4 Dec : ¥ Sethe ue oe Ue Ree or pen A oes re 
ae ee oe Sy ae ee tess TB yt i Se on er ee: 
Ot a ie i Peete TFT og aR 
of, Sean oc foe Basic ae 


DOMESTIC SCIENCE 


many useless lives were affecting 
the moral stability of our young 
African girls who were to be the 
future stronghold of the Christian 
family. Thus began the simple 
commencement of what later grew 
to be a quite flourishing and even 
highly recommended source of ed- 
ucation for young girls. 

Two badly deteriorated school- 
rooms were: suddenly converted 
into locales for different categories 
of education for our pioneer stu- 
dents. One room served for the- 
oretical education which was to 
include English, a few lessons a 
week in Arithmetic, Geography, 
and other subjects of general 
knowledge as a continuation of the 


education already received in 
grade school. 

The adjoining room was set 
aside for the more practical arts 
of cooking, sewing, housekeeping, 
lessons in baby care and all the 
useful details of instructing our 
girls for their future role of moth- 
ers and housewives. 

The problem of gathering an at- 
tendance was another obstacle not 
to be overlooked. While the girls 
were interested, they could not be 
convinced that anything useful 
could be learned outside of grade 
school or high school, and were 
thus dubious about enrolling in a 
school “in order to become good 


Filling the charcoal irons may not be the most modern way to prepare for 


ironing, but in Africa it serves the purpose quite well. 
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Baby care is as interesting as it looks, and such an education for 
these future mothers! 


housewives”. The reason for this 
reaction dates back all the way to 
the very beginning of schools. Be- 
cause of the progressive state of 
the country, more and more 
schools were being continually 
opened, teachers were constantly 
in demand to staff these new 
schools, meaning that all the girls 
who followed a high school course 
eventually became teachers, a pos- 
ition well respected because of the 
certificate received in addition to 
a salary. 

As a result, this idea of “certi- 
ficate and salary” was so deeply 
stressed from the first days of 
schooling, that no other source of 
education struck them as being 
appealing if it did not have for its 
goal to pass the examinations be- 
fore a board of educators, be hon- 
ored with the reward of a recog- 
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nized certificate and become estab- 
lished in a role of life respected in 
the eves of all. While we tried to 
express the high ideal of woman- 
hood and motherhood and the im- 
portance of this noble task of the 
marriage state, it was quite ap- 
parent that some time would have 
to pass before they could be thor- 
oughly convinced. 

Before the end of the first year 
enthusiasm was already rapidly 
spreading in our little school and 
the group of students were so de- 
sirous of continuing this useful 
means of education that they 
asked to come back for a second 
year in order to perfect what they 
had learned. As is the way with 
women, when a small group be- 
come zealous for what they con- 
sider a worthwhile project, the 
whole village is soon enlightened 
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Perfect order is the essential step, and when grasped by young 
minds, it can bear much fruit in later married life. 


and everybody wants to join the 
crowd, 

To heighten the ideals of our 
classes even more, an important 
visit of the Governor’s wife, Lady 
Twining, of Tanganyika was to be 
another asset in our progressive 
school. As she was very interested 
in social service work, she brought 
with her a Syllabus of the British 
Red Cross Society on such sub- 
jects as Junior First Aid, Baby 
Care, Home Nursing, etc., several 
books and wall pictures to add to 
the attractiveness of the surround- 
ings. Lessons on these latter sub- 
jects were then added to the course 
and the stimulation of the girls 
had begun, for now they could 
pass a special examination before 
the British Red Cross Society, 
from which they would obtain a 
certificate in hand, if successful. 


In the present schedule towards 
the end of the second year, the 
students will take an examination 
on Homecraft before a Domestic 
Science Teacher of the Govern- 
ment Teachers’ Training School, 
and another examination for First 
Aid, Home Nursing and Baby 
Care will be undergone under the 
direction of a Doctor and Nurse 
from the British Red Cross So- 
ciety. 

The school has progressed be- 
yond expectation and enrolls stu- 
dents to capacity, with an ever in- 
creasing number of applications. 
The Africans realize more and 
more the need and usefulness of 
such schools and the satisfaction of 
the White Sisters is lessened only 
by lack of space and facility to 
welcome all those who are eager to 
come. 
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Sister Marie St. Moise, the 
former Annette Coutu of Central 
Falls, R.I., has returned to the 
States after spending 27 years in 
Africa. Sister passed most of her 
time at our Mission in Thika, 
Kenya Colony, in the land of the 
MAU MAL. 

Sister relates how recently a 
MAU MAU leader was caught, 
imprisoned and sentenced to death. 
While he remained in the con- 
demned cell, the prison Chaplain 
visited him regularly and finally 
convinced him of his wrong doing 
and won him over to our Holy Re- 
ligion. He was baptized and re- 
ceived Holy Communion before 
his execution. A truly marvelous 
grace. One wonders who had the 
greater surprise, he or his victims, 
when the gates of Heaven opened 
to admit him. 

The first Kikuyu, to become a 
priest, was ordained last February 
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AFRICAN 
HARMONIES 


The happiness of 
mother and daugh- 
ter meeting after 
27 years of separa- 
tion cannot be de- 
scribed. 


in Kenya, in the presence of more 
than 20,000 people. It was a red- 
letter day for the Kikuyu, who 
flocked from far and near. Fath- 
er’s mother, who was still a cate- 
chumen, was in the front row at 
the Ordination. She was baptized 
by her son a few days later. What 
a joy for both of them! 

On February 11th the ‘first 
Clothing ceremony took place in 
the White Sisters’ chapel at Thika 
for the Congregation of African 
Sisters that was founded during 
the troublesome MAU MAU era. 
Fourteen Kikuyu and Ikamba 
girls received the religious habit 
and became the foundation stones 
of the new Institute, The Sisters 
of the Assumption of Our Lady. 
These Sisters are destined in time 
to continue the works of the White 
Sisters in the management of 
schools, the care of the sick and in 
the performance of numerous 
other works of mercy. 
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AFRICAN SISTERS NEED A CHAPEL 
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An African Sister wrote: “Here at Chala, Tanganyika, at our 
Mother House we have 120 novices, postulants and aspirants. What we 
are using as a chapel now is really a dormitory, very low and small, 
and our dear Lord has lived under this roof with us for six years. Now 
we must build a chapel, because we need this dormitory and the chapel 
is much too small. 

“We would be very happy if you could help us. We will pray for 
you. Our Bishop Siedle often says that God always hears the prayers 
of his African Sisters.” 

If our Readers would like to help out in this urgent need, they could 
send an offering to us and we will forward it to our Sisters in charge 
of this Congregation of African Sisters. $3,000 would cover the costs of 
the chapel. 


Wuirte Sisters, 319 Middlesex Ave., Metuchen, N. J. 
Dear Sisters: 


I am sending you an offering to help build a chapel for our dear 
Lord and His African Sisters. 


Name . 
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Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa 
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